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     May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be 

always acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our strength and our redeemer.  

Amen. 

 

     Within my 58 years of life, one which started in Queens, New York, I 

have moved many times from one state to another, and from one place to 

another within many of those states.  Ellen and I still have boxes filled 

with stuff that have moved with us many times, now up in the attic of 

this, I hope, our last place of residence.  These past two weeks we 

worked on getting my dad moved into assisted living on Daniel Island, 

and one afternoon in the quiet of his apartment, as I sorted through his 

things and got rid of a lot, I got a bit melancholic about life and, the 

notion of home.  So many of the things that I was touching, had been in 

each of the homes within which my parents had lived going back to the 

1950’s.   
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     Our notions of “home,” are formulated by our individual life 

experiences, and perhaps most notably by our moving from place to 

place.  As I left the apartment, I remembered my mother often repeating 

those famous words to me: Philip, home is where the heart is… 

 

     This season of Pentecost we are hearing of the life and teachings of 

Jesus as written by Mark, the oldest of the four gospels.  We cannot 

know for certain whom Mark was—the saint portrayed in the window 

above our altar, and for whom our church is named.  Some scholars 

believe he was a close friend of the disciple Peter who wrote down 

everything spoken by this eyewitness disciple.  The original language of 

this gospel was of course Greek. 

  

    The Gospel of Mark wants to get the whole story of Jesus out there in 

the public domain—almost at a breathless pace.  There is the frequent 

use of words such as and, and then, immediately, and as soon as.  

Today we read, A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, 

‘Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.’ 

And he replied, ‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’  And looking at 

those who sat around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my 

brothers!  Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and 
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mother. (Mark 3)  So not a question of what is “home,” but rather a 

question of what is “family” as Christ understands.  

 

     I am presently reading through the book of Acts again.  What is still 

striking to me is that against all odds, Christianity and the Church grows 

and flourishes following Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension to 

heaven.  As Acts opens the Apostle Peter is addressing a congregation of 

roughly a few more than we have gathered for Eucharist today.  And I 

believe that this understanding of family by Christ and the early 

Christians played a vital role in their success. 

 

     Jesus repeatedly emphasized that those who followed him and did the 

will of God for the kingdom were his family.  The three keys to this 

‘family” I believe for Christ were:  

First—to believe fully that Jesus was indeed the Son of God who lived, 

died, and rose from the dead. 

Second—the followers of Christ steadfastly put God first in their lives. 

Third—the disciples worked at being unaffected by those who 

persecuted and judged them. 

So, let’s pull this apart a bit for how it affects your daily lives. 
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     Above all else, in all areas of your life, you and this community of 

faith are asked to live daily the words that we profess: Christ has died, 

Christ is Risen, Christ will come again.  It is to believe and live the 

words that will be said to you this morning at this altar: The Body of 

Christ, the Bread of Heaven…The Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation. 

 

     Second, as the family of Christ we are to give our lives to Almighty 

God.  This means that you are being asked to put God first in your life. 

When God is put first in your life, then all of your other relationships are 

strengthened and guided by him.  C.S. Lewis wrote, We may ignore, but 

we can never evade the presence of God.  The world is crowded with 

him.  He walks everywhere incognito…The real labor is to remember, to 

attend.  In fact, to come awake.  (Letters to Malcolm: Chiefly on Prayer 

p.75) 

 

     Finally, and perhaps most challenging, if we are striving to do God’s 

will and be the family of Christ, can you live your life of faith in Jesus 

unaffected by the opinion and judgment of others?  This is perhaps the 

toughest for most of us, and must of have been for those early 

Christians.  And in this 21st century of rapid and amazing 

communications through social media, the judgment of others is 

everywhere…often with untrue facts.  It is the difference between 
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soliciting the helpful input of others versus the raw opinion of another.  

And in the final analysis you must be independent of both to truly and 

fully live a God-directed life.  When you are always distracted by 

someone else’s judgment, you are drained and cannot be faithful to God 

and God’s Word.  The disciples had to be like Jesus, independent of the 

harsh judgments of others and even persecution, as they sought to spread 

the gospel and establish the Church.  And we seem to be once again in 

just such a time. 

 

     I have come to know that old familiar saying, Home is where the 

heart is…to be often difficult to figure out, but true.  And Jesus’ 

dramatic statement of family not being limited to biological or 

residential confines, but rather the “doing of God’s will, kingdom work,” 

to define Christian family is for all of us today the gospel challenge.  But 

we come forward with outstretched hands and say YES…we say yes to 

that family.  +Amen.        


