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May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be 

always acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our strength and our 

redeemer.  Amen. 

 

Throughout my adult life and as a priest, one of the places that I 

have returned to again and again to be close to God is the ocean’s 

coast.   And more than being close to God, what I most desire in 

those solo walks at the ocean’s edge is to hear the voice of the 

Lord above the surf, within the cries of the seagulls, in the puffy 

white cumulus clouds, and in the sun’s reflection upon the 

crashing waves. 

 

This week, I returned once again.  Here in Charleston, South 

Carolina my place for such a needed walk is often on the Isle of 

Palms.  I walked on Tuesday for about an hour and a half, to and 

from a place where few people go, and the vastness of the ocean 

and shoreline remind one of a bygone time when there were no 

houses and that was all that existed.  As I walked, I prayed the 



words of the young Samuel over and over again: “Speak Lord, for 

your servant is listening.” (1 Samuel 3:10) 

 

Now, I was not asking for anything specific, rather it was an 

attempt to seek and understand more fully what it was that God 

wants and expects from me at this point in my life and 

priesthood.  What is God’s call…what does God want for and of 

me at this point in my life?  Have you ever prayed such a 

prayer?  You see, both my blessing and perhaps my curse on this 

thing we call the “Christian Spiritual Journey,” is a constant 

restlessness and desire to be doing more.  There is a Collect, a 

prayer within The Episcopal Church that reads, “Grant to us, 

Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that 

are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may be enabled 

to live according to your will.” (Collect for 9 Pentecost) 

 

When I was the Dean of Trinity Cathedral, a parishioner and dear 

friend named Walter shared with me while we were at his home 

on the coast of South Carolina, how long walks along that coast 

talking to God was his greatest solace in one of the darkest periods 

of his life.  He had been a very successful businessman, who 

suddenly lost almost everything when the economy took a drastic 



downturn.  Walter would walk for hours along that beach putting 

his life in the hands of God and seeking the face of God.  In time, 

he completely recovered from that period with great success.  I 

was blessed to be at Walter’s bedside at the time of his 

death.  Praying with this generous soul and holding his hand as he 

passed into eternal life, I knew with certainty that he now came 

face to face with the God he sought and prayed to you on those 

many walks along the ocean’s shore. 

 

I suspect that many, if not all of you, have perhaps in this way or 

in one that is unique and special to you, actively sought God’s 

words and direction for your life.  When you are attentive to, and 

serious about the Christian Spiritual Journey, then this is both a 

natural proclivity and activity in your life.  And you know as well, 

that hearing clearly those words of our Lord can more often than 

not, be quite challenging and frustrating. 

 

I wish that I could tell you that I heard God’s voice that day.  Yet, I 

did not.  This was as well the same day that one of America’s great 

novelists, and a favorite of mine, Toni Morrison died.  On that 

walk, her words did though come to me as a revelatory prayer as I 

looked out at the expanse and beauty of God’s creation in that 



sandy beach and aqua blue ocean: “You are my shaper and my 

world as well.  It is done.  No need to choose.”  Yes, God and Jesus 

are my life. 

 

You see, God is always with you—even in the apparent silence, 

and in everything that you are going through.  Although I did not 

specifically hear God’s voice on that walk on the beach, I was once 

again powerfully reminded in both the ocean’s sounds and in the 

silence, of how when we know God as “God-with-us,” we claim 

and live into an intimate relationship with our creator.  

 

And, I believe that above all else, what God is asking of you is this 

intimate relationship.  God is always with you, and what God is 

asking of you is an acknowledgment of this reality and truth.  Like 

me, you may not hear the voice of God.  Yet, even in the silence 

God is present.  God is with you, loves you fully for who you are, 

and will lead you into his will…  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


