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Sermon 
Epiphany II Year A—January 19, 2020 
Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church, Charleston, SC 
The Reverend Dr. Philip C. Linder 
 
 
 
 
     May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our 

hearts be always acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our 

strength and our redeemer.  Amen. 

 

 

     During this season of Epiphany, a time when the Christian 

Church celebrates Jesus being God’s Son and the Light of the 

world, we have been reflecting both intellectually and 

spiritually on both the humanity and divinity of Jesus Christ, 

and how at the deepest levels Jesus can affect our 

humanity—in essence become your life. 

 

     Each week the scripture readings have reminded us of 

what was going on historically in the time of Jesus—the fact 

that the Jews, God’s chosen people, were in significant 

trouble under the Pax Romano—the so-called peace of Rome.  

They hoped for another Exodus.  “Let my people go” was in 

the air.  And we looked as well at the concept of “knowing” 
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Jesus apart from history.  We concluded that to “know” 

Jesus, means we are talking about a personal relationship 

that you have with Him.  And this we said is wherein comes 

faith. 

 

     Today we hear in John’s Gospel, John the Baptist 

proclaiming ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world!’ The Reverend Josh Bowman 

writes: “The Church and all of Christian history, witness, and 

theology is a chain of referral to Jesus that began with John 

and Andrew and ends right now in your ears, your head, and 

your heart.”  “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world,” these are the words from John the Baptist that first 

move two of the disciples to follow Jesus—they call Jesus 

“Rabbi” or “Teacher,” and then suggest that they want to stay 

with Him.  The disciples as they are called by Jesus want to 

follow and get to know Him personally.  What about you in 

2020? 

 

     With the disciples now following Jesus, He is prepared to 

begin his ministry of preaching the Kingdom of God.  This 

was different from our understanding of heaven, as the 

Kingdom of God was not a place or state of being, but rather 
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a radical new way to live…that which was now through Jesus 

Christ breaking into this world.   

     When I was a child, I believed that God looked like an old 

wise man, with long flowing white hair and a long white 

beard.  He sat on a royal throne that was just above the puffy 

white cumulus clouds.  At some subconscious level that is 

one of the lenses of my personal faith with which I must still 

contend.  And that is not necessarily a bad thing; it is just 

something of which I must be aware.  Each of you too has a 

personal “God” lens to contend with, your image of God from 

a very early age.  All of you continue throughout your 

Christian lives and faith to deal with your earlier 

understandings of God and how they have formed into what 

you presently believe.  

   

     If Jesus was fully human as well as divine, would it not be 

fair to assume that He did the same—that Jesus as well 

pondered the nature of God?  What were Jesus’ beliefs about 

the nature of God’s character, who was this whom he called 

“Father,” and the influence it had on his teaching about the 

Kingdom of God?   

 

     Clearly the nature of God and the Kingdom of God were at 

the center of Jesus’ teachings and ministry.  Both the 
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character of God and the compassion of God weave through 

all of Christ’s kingdom teachings.  Jesus’ form of teaching is 

what is known as wisdom teaching.  Here, Jesus focuses 

upon the most central questions of your existence and life.  If 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world, and you want to follow him, then what should 

your life look like? 

 

     We think of wisdom in two ways: first as conventional—

this is about general values, discipline, family roles, decision 

making skills, and observations.  This is also the kind of 

wisdom that seems to develop for most people with age; not 

all people, but most people.  Second is the not so 

conventional wisdom—this challenges the status quo of 

conventional wisdom and this was the wisdom teaching of 

Jesus Christ.  This is counter-wisdom if you will, one that 

turns things upside down and on its head.  

 

     People in Jesus’ first century Palestine were anxious about 

things; worrying about matters just like we do today.  They 

may have had some different concerns; however, they were 

just as serious, often much more than ours.  Jesus teaches: 

Do not be anxious!  “Look at the birds of the air…look at the 

lilies of the field and see how God takes care of them.’  Do 
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not worry then because how much more will God care for 

you.   

     The Kingdom of God is living as well as if there is enough 

to go around.  This is what we call an abundance theology; 

there is enough to go around because God is a generous God.  

Can you live each day believing in this generosity of God?  

You see anxiousness or worries are the opposites of faith.  

Jesus calls us to live like we believe in the generosity of God, 

and if you can strive to do this your life will be transformed.  

Examine today what it is that you worry about?  And also, 

whether you have an abundance faith, or a scarcity faith?  

Wouldn’t you rather live with less worry in the generosity of 

God?  And know, that this life is yours for the asking when 

you follow Jesus Christ and come to know Him personally as 

your Lord and Savior.  Behold the Lamb of God…+Amen.  

 

 

   


