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     May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts 

be always acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our strength and our 

redeemer.  Amen. 

 

     I have spent most of my adult life searching and working for 

the “Kingdom of God.”  This has been at times a joyous journey 

filled with blessings and incredible experiences.  Simultaneously, 

it has been at other times a most challenging crawl, walk, and run 

toward that which I believed was God’s vision and desire.  

Certainly, in the present milieu of the American political and 

cultural scene we see Jesus’ Kingdom teachings challenged almost 

daily, and sadly by many who claim the Christian faith.  Could you 

imagine Jesus talking about “building a wall?” 

 

     The hills above the Sea of Galilee were the hangouts for holy 

revolutionaries in the first century.  These were those that wanted 

desperately to defeat the pagan Roman armies and officials.  They 



often hid in caves.  And it is in this setting that Jesus in the 

“Mount of Beatitudes,” (as it is known today) preached his most 

famous sermon. 

 

     The Sermon on the Mount may be the most significant of the 

kingdom teachings and may even be the very center of the 

Christian faith—although that is always a hard thing to exclusively 

claim.  The sermon by Jesus is not about being NICE to each 

other, and it is not about accepting a certain attitude to life.  It is a 

radical invitation to kingdom living and to change. 

 

     Anglican bishop and theologian, N.T Wright, says this about 

Jesus bringing the twelve disciples up that mountain: So, when 

Jesus took his twelve disciples up there and gave them their 

marching orders, it would have looked a lot more like the 

founding of a revolutionary movement.  But this was a 

revolution with a difference.  Jesus’ people were to be the real 

light of the world. (The Original Jesus) Simply stated, although 

not at all simple to follow, the Sermon on the Mount was about a 

new way of being God’s people in the world. 

 



     Remember with me what had previously gone on in Israel in 

the time of the Old Testament.  Yahweh, God, chooses Abraham to 

be the father of a great nation.  Israel was called to be a people 

with a purpose—the world would be made right by and through 

them.  Jerusalem, their city, was to be set on a hill as the light of 

the world.  And then enters Jesus onto the stage. 

 

     Jesus proclaims, follow me and I will make this happen! The 

city set on a hill cannot be hidden!  However, his way was 

radically different than most of his zealous contemporaries.  He 

announces instead of anger, violence, war, revenge, God’s 

blessings—like they had never been heard before.  And it seems 

that the wrong people get the blessings! 

 

     On that mountain Jesus called for a revolution of people’s 

hearts, where all are equal in the eyes of God.  You know that is 

what the “turning of the other check is really about,” although we 

usually misunderstand that point.  If someone hits you on your 

right cheek, (assumption right-handed hitter), he hits you with 

the back of the hand.  This in the first-century meant that you 

were less than worthy in the hitter’s eyes.  To turn and make him 



hit you on the left cheek forces the hitter to use the front of his 

hand, symbolic of one who is considered an equal.   

 

     The Sermon on the Mount is a call for you and me to live daily 

as if God is God, and all of God’s people are equal in the eyes of 

God.  In fact, the norms and standards of secular society are 

turned on their heads.  Up is down and down is up.  Right is left 

and left is right. 

 

     Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled.  How do we live this 

kingdom teaching? 

     Jesus proclaims here that God wants a world where people 

have enough, and ultimately not through charity, but rather 

because of justice.   Domination systems that oppress people, and 

there are many political, economic, etc., have no place.  We are 

asked to live being hungry and thirsty for a world with a level 

playing field.  A dream?  Can you make a difference?  Can we as a 

community of faith at Saint Mark’s make a difference? 

 

     W. E. B. Du Bois, born on February 23, 1868, was an African-

American writer, sociologist, teacher, and activist whose life and 



work transformed the ways that the lives of black citizens were 

seen and understood in American society.  He was a man ahead of 

his time who championed using data to solve social issues for the 

black community.  His most famous and groundbreaking work 

was “The Souls of Black Folk.”  He once wrote this vision of the 

kingdom: “I believe in Liberty for all…the space to stretch their 

arms and their souls, the right to breathe and the right to vote, the 

freedom to choose their friends, enjoy the sunshine, and ride on 

the railroads, uncursed by color; thinking, dreaming, working as 

they will in a kingdom of beauty and love.”  That is the kingdom to 

which Jesus was pointing his hearers.  It was a radical teaching in 

1st century Palestine, and to a large and sad extent it continues to 

be a radical teaching today in the 21st   century. 

 

     Today, we as individuals and as this church are challenged by 

Jesus to live out his challenges and truth in the Sermon on the 

Mount.  This is not an easy endeavor to which Christ calls.  But 

we, especially at Saint Mark’s, a church that waited 100 years to 

be accepted into the Episcopal Diocese of South Carolina are 

certainly up to the task at hand.  Amen. 

 


